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NORMAN HAYWOOD — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.46 pm]: I want to 
say a few words to note the passing of Mr Norman Haywood, who died, at 72 years of age, on 7 June. He was a friend, 
and also a great stalwart of the Liberal Party, which he served for over 50 years. He was a resourceful and reliable 
staff member to three Western Australian federal members of Parliament for 32 years and was well loved for his 
kindness, his generosity and his enthusiasm. 

Norm served as the state president of the Western Australian Young Liberal Movement from 1974 to 1977, when 
his energy and organising skills helped pioneer live-in state and federal conventions. Otherwise, Norm never sought 
endorsement or senior office in the Liberal Party, but remained dedicated to its service and to election campaigning. 
He was initially a bank officer and then a liquor store manager. He became an electorate officer to the late 
Senator Andrew Thomas from 1975 through to 1983, and subsequently worked with Mr Wilson Tuckey, the member 
for O’Connor, and served as his ministerial chief of staff from 1998 through to 2003. In 2003 until his retirement 
in 2007, Norm was a senior staff member to Senator Hon Chris Ellison. 

In recent years, Norm’s diabetes had confined him to an electric wheelchair. Those who knew him saw how, with 
good humour and resolve, he coped with the difficulties that attended his health. His good humour and his 
enthusiastic support of the Liberal Party were undiminished. Over the years, he received life membership of the 
WA Young Liberals, a Liberal Party meritorious service award and a certificate of recognition for 25 years as 
a parliamentary staffer. That was at a function in Canberra that was attended by every available minister of the 
then Howard government. He also received the Paul Harris recognition award for service to Rotary. 

Norm was a skilled and tireless campaigner, unrivalled in procuring materials and in his attention to seemingly 
mundane details that were nevertheless of importance. He has been well described as a larger than life personality 
who, in November 2017, provided hospitality to more than 200 friends to celebrate his seventieth birthday. Former 
Prime Minister Hon John Howard always found time to say hello to Norm when visiting Perth, and greatly cheered 
him with a phone call in Norm’s last weeks in Hollywood Private Hospital. In the words of his sister, Susan, Norm 
lived a complete and full life for 72 years. Those who knew him will miss him greatly and will understand the breadth 
of experience and the enjoyment that he found in being a member of the Liberal Party and having his colleagues 
and friends around him. He certainly was a larger than life character and he lived life to the full. 
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